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SUBJ: MARTIAL LAW COURT AGAIN SENTENCES PROFESSOR SOYSAL 
REE ANKARA 7517, AND 1522 OF 1973 

1 . AFTER EOUR REVERSALS ON PROCEDURAL GROUNDS BY THE 
MILITARY APPEALS COURT, A MARTIAL LAW COURT IN ANKARA HAS 
AGAIN SENTENCED PROFESSOR MUMTAZ SOYSAL TO SIX YEARS AND 
EIGHT MONTHS IMPRISONMENT FOR SPREADING COMMUNIST 
PROPAGANDA THROUGH A CONSTITUTIONAL LAW TEXTBOOK HE WROTE. 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOYSAL NOW WILL HAVE TO RETURN TO JAIL 
(WHERE HE HAS ALREADY SPENT ABOUT A YEAR'S TIME) PENDING 
ANOTHER APPEAL. 

2. THE RELENTLESS PROSECUTION OE THIS PROMINENT 
INTELLECTUAL IS IN CLEAR DISREGARD OE THE BY-NOW STRONG 
SENTIMENT TO GO EASY ON CONTROVERSIAL "THOUGHT CONTROL" 
CRIMES, AS WELL AS TO LEGISLATE A GENERAL AMNESTY 
PROMPTLY. THIS DECISION DEMONSTRATES A NEW THAT FULL USE 
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IS BEING MADE OE THE LEGAL POWER TO CONTINUE MARTIAL LAW 
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TRIALS THAT WERE BEGUN BEEORE MARTIAL LAW ENDED LAST 
SEPTEMBER. ALTHOUGH THE MILITARY APPEALS PROCESS HAS 
TENDED TO CORRECT SOME OF THE ABUSES OR EXCESSES OE THE 
LOWER MILITARY COURTS, THE LATTER'S DECISIONS CONCEIVABLY 
COULD DRAW FRESH EUROPEAN CRITICISM OF TURKEY. 
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